
Family Conversations 
A Trio for Clarinet, Cello, and Piano 

I. Children Playing 
II. Parents in Love 
III. Family Fervor 

Performance Notes 

All 
Accidentals carry through each bar. 
Gradual accelerando is spaced evenly over duration of marking.  
 Example: First movement, clarinet solo: use markings as a guide 
Clarinet 
Swells in solo should be very present. 
Play fermatas at your discretion. 

Cello 
Overpressure- push hard on strings, make a gritty noise. 
 Measure: 66 in movement I 
Glissando in measure 69 of movement II is to be played on the G string.   
Be prepared to scream! 

Piano 
Follow markings for pedal instruction, if not marked assume use of pedal. 
Black note glissando in movement three should be played to the Bflat that is marked. 

Movement Notes 

I. Children Playing 
This movement was inspired by an interesting familiar relationship for me: sibling-
hood. As the oldest child with two younger brothers, I am well aware of the bitter-
sweet relationship that is family in childhood. I tried to capture both the playfulness 
and intensity of this dynamic. 



II.   Parents in Love 
As an avid reader and viewer of romance pieces, I am intrigued by romantic attach-
ment, especially that of parents. Although I am well aware not all marriages are con-
stantly happy or enamored, I feel as though a healthy relationship is very much a mix 
of both deep affection, connection, and conversation which very well may lead to 
conflict at times. Towards the end of this movement, I tried to highlight that. 

III. Family Fervor 
A healthy family is very dependent on the entire familiar dynamic. If one party is dis-
contented the whole household can feel it. However, in the same way when every-
one is tranquil and at peace, the whole house is in a state of blissful calm. At the 
beginning of this movement I begin with the bliss. As the movement continues, the 
family experiences and fights inner qualms ultimately ending with a bang! The ending 
is very open ended. I hope you can visualize an ending for yourself.  

Dedication 
This past fall, I lost both my grandfather and uncle in the same week. That was a 
very tough time for me. I was just beginning this project and was very affected by 
their passing. I immediately thought of these two amazing, inspiring, and funny human 
beings when deciding the dedication. I love you Papa and Uncle Keith. I wish you all 
the best and love in the world, no matter where you are. I hope you enjoy this piece. 

-Alex Medeiros 
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Cl.

Vc.

Pno.
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8
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∑ ∑ ∑
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p

EE

mf

4

4

2

4

4

4

4

4

2

4

4

4

4

4

2

4

4

4

4

4

2

4

4

4

&

∑ ∑ ∑

&

?

&

∑

?

∑ ∑

&

∑

U

∑

?

U

regimented

>
>

&

∑

U

6 6

6 6

?

U

Vcl.

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ

œb
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Vc.

Pno.

118

Cl.

Vc.

Pno.

120

&

∑ ∑

?

>

>
>

>

&

6 6

6 6

6 6

6 6

?

&

∑ ∑

?

>

>
> >

&

6 6

6 6

6 6

6 6

?

œ#

œ

œ

œ
œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ
œ

œ

œ

œ
œ

œ

œ

œ
œ

œ

œ
œ

œ

œ
œ

œ

œ
œ

œ#

œ
œ

œ

œ
œ

œ#

œ
œ

œ

œ
œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

˙

˙#

#

˙

˙

˙

˙

˙

˙

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ
œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ#

œ#

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

˙

˙

˙

˙

˙

˙

˙

˙

19



{

{

Cl.

Vc.

Pno.

mf

FF

122

f

mf

FF

Cl.

Vc.

Pno.

f

sub mp

f

125

ff

sub mp
mf

f  sub mp f

&

∑

- -

- - -

-
-

-

?

>

>
>

>

>

>

>

>

&

>

&

?

&

&

>

>

>

>

>

>

3

3

3

3

&

.

?

∑

‰

œ

J

‰

œ

J

‰

œ

J

‰

œ

J

‰

œ

J

‰

œ

J
‰

œ

J

‰

œ

J

w

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ
œ

œ

œ

œ

œ#

œ

œ
œ

œ

œ
œ

œ

œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

w

w

#

Ó

˙#

œ

œ

œ

œ
œ

œ

œ#

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

w

w

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ#

#

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

w

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ
œ

œ

œ

œ

‰

˙

˙

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

w
‰

œ

j

œ

œ

‰

œ

j

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ
œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ
œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ
œ

Œ Ó

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

˙

˙

˙

˙

20



{

{

Cl.

Vc.
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Building to a frenzyBuilding to a frenzy

q=95=95

rit. rit. 
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Pno.

139

Cl.

Vc.

Pno.

f

141

p mf

mf

f

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

&

∑

?

Sul G

g

l
i
s
s
.

&

?

&

.

Ÿ
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

∑

U

?

Ÿ
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

U

&

”
“

∑

U

.

?

U

&

œ
œ#

œ œ#
œ

œn

œn œ#
œ

œ#

œn œ#
œ

œn

œn œ#

w

˙

Ó

œ
œ

œb
œ

œ

œ# œn

œ
œ#

œn
œ

œ
œ#

œn
œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

w w

w#

w#
w

œ
œ#

œ

œ
œ

œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ

œ
œ

œ
œ#

œ
œ

œ
œ#

œ
œ#

œ
œ

œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ

œ

œ#
œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

w

w

23



{

{

Cl.

Vc.

Pno.
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Cl.

Vc.

Pno.

rit. rit. 
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Cl.

Vc.

Pno.

rit. rit. 
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Building to a scream; agonyBuilding to a scream; agony
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